Awareness of health personnel about lymphatic filariasis and mass drug administration in Kerala State.
The mass drug administration programme to eliminate lymphatic filariasis with DEC in Kerala was started in 1997, extended to all the 11 endemic districts by 2005. Since the beginning of Mass drug Administration, the drug consumption rate was found to be not satisfactory. The reasons for noncompliance indicated that the community is not fully convinced about the programme. The knowledge of the medical and para medical workers is certainly a factor in the success of implementation of the programme and is vital. To ascertain the knowledge, a study was undertaken and found not satisfactory. Hence intensive training on all aspects of lymphatic filariasis and the Mass drug Administration programme to achieve the requisite drug consumption rate to meet the goal is needed.